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Also known as the “Wood Nymph,” this delicate
and fragrant little charmer, with its single nodding
creamy white flower, grows mid-summer in
Newport’s boreal forests

Drawing by Marilyn Mahlberg
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he wildflowers in this brochure

cover only about one-half of
the summer and fall species that grow
in Newport State Park. Only herba-
ceous plants were chosen - shrub and
treeflowers were excluded. The range of
blooming times generally extends from
mid-June through October, although
for a number of species it begins in May.
This means that there is some unavoid-
able overlap with species shown in the
park’s “Spring Flowers” brochure.

Key to Occurrence Symbols

The following symbols are an approximate
estimate of species populations and suggest
the possibility of finding the indicated plants in
the park:

A  abundant very common,
numerous

LA locallyabundant  abundant, butinoneor
more specific places

C common widespread, prevalent

F frequent appearing quite often

occasional occuring from timeto

time, scattered

U uncommon seldom appearing

R rare extemely uncommon,
exceptional

“over drawing : Black-Eyed Susan by Judy Rheberg

[

Notes on Newport’s Wildflower Habitats

The large number of wildflower species that grow in the
park is due to the diversity of the park’s natural habitats:

Moist Forests — the most common forest type in Newport,
coveringa large part of the park’s 2,400 acres, dominated by
sugar maple and beech trees with a significant component
of conifer species. This forest attains its best growth in the
deepest and richest pockets of soil in the park.

Dry Forests — occur on the sandy ridges in the northern
areas of the park, characterized by white pine and red
oak trees.

Wet Forests — occur in the southwestern part of the park
along Rowleys Bay and in the area of the Fern Trail. It hasa
fluctuating water table and a ridge-and-swale topography
that favors northern white cedar and black ash trees.

Boreal Forests — grow mainly in narrow areas along the
Lake Michigan shoreline, dominated by white spruce and
balsam fir. Although the boreal forest is a small part of
Newport’s total forested area, it is of high interest as a relic
plant community of the last glacier, and is an uncommon
forest type that grows principally in the Wisconsin coun-
ties along the Lake Superior shore.

Grasslands and Abandoned Fields — these open habitats

are the non-forested areas of the park where the ecology is
transitional. Eventually these habitats will revert to forests.

Dry Beaches and Dunes — occur mainly along Newport
Bay and Europe Bay in sand areas away from the shoreline
and along the forest edge.

Moist Sandy Beaches — this habitat, which includes
cobblestones, is found along the length of the shoreline
except for the dolomite beach ledges. In sandy bays, this
environment can be relatively barren with the sands being
frequently washed by the wave action.

Wet Beaches — this habitat is limited to places where off-
shore shallow water or reefs break up incoming waves that
would otherwise remove most existing vegetation. These
areas are frequently inundated for a short time by storms.
Wet beaches in late August can present an outstanding
display of wildflowers.

Dolomite Beach Ledges — occur on the exposed ends of
points that extend out into Lake Michigan. This habitat
varies from low dolomite bluffs along the water’s edge to
large flat dolomite surfaces called “pavements” that are
subject to frequent wave action. Despite the instability of

these pavement environments, they provide many
microhabitats such as small sand deposits, pro-
tected crevices, dry exposed rocks, and tiny water
catchments, where a variety of wildflowers manage
to grow.

About The Newport Wilderness Society

Private citizens who wanted to support Newport State
Park formed the Society in 1985. It is an independent,
volunteer, not-for-profit organization, separate from
park management, and formally recognized by the
State of Wisconsin as the park’s official Friends Group.
Its funds and efforts go 100% to projects and services
that help the park including stewardship of the park’s
natural resources.

The Society’s founders chose to call the organization

“The Newport Wilderness Society” because the park
was dedicated as alimited-development, wilderness
park in recognition of its outstanding natural features.
Animportant mission of the Society is to protect and
preserve this unique state dedication.

A major activity of the Society isto interpret for park
visitors Newport’s natural and human history through
nature hikes, programs, and free brochures. Tothisend,
the Society financed the construction and equipment
ofa new Nature Interpretive Center, including the Hotz
Education Room, as an addition toa new Park Entrance
and Visitor Station.

Membership in the Society is open to the public. Mem-
bers include not only local Door County people, but also
visitors from all over the country who appreciate and
love the park.

The Newport Wilderness Society welcomes your
membership, which will help the organization to
continue its support, interpretive activities, and
protection of the park and its wilderness designation.
Membership information can be obtained from the

park office.
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